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To: Smith, Molly[Smith.Molly@epa.gov]; Miller, Patrick[miller.patrick@epa.gov]; Cantello,
Nicole[cantello.nicole@epa.gov]; Marshall, Sarahmarshall.sarah@epa.gov}
Cc: Rowan, Anne[rowan.anne@epa.govl; Kelley, Jefflkelley.jeff@epa.govl; Arcaute,

Francisco[Arcaute.Francisco@epa.gov]; Nam, Ed[nam.ed@epa.gov]; Furey,
Eileen[furey.eileen@epa.gov};, Breneman, Sara[breneman.sara@epa.gov}; Frank,
Nathan[frank.nathan@epa.govl]; Beckmann, Ronna Erin[beckmann.ronna@epa.gov}
From: Singer, Joshua

Sent: Mon 9/11/2017 7:26:30 PM

Subject: WTTW: S.H. Bell Gets Deadline Extension for Manganese Dust-Control Plan

FYL.

http:/lchicagotonight.witw.com/2017/09/06/sh-bell-gets-deadline-extension-
manganese-dust-control-plan

Health

S.H. Bell Gets Deadline Extension for Manganese Dust-
Control Plan

Alex Ruppenthal | September 6, 2017 4:23 pm

A photo illustration shows where five air monitors were installed this spring at S.H. Bell's
Chicago facility. (Courtesy of the Environmental Protection Agency)

Chicago public health officials have allowed S.H. Bell Co. an additional week to come
up with an improved plan for reducing emissions of manganese dust at the company’s
Southeast Side storage terminal.

Last month, Chicago Public Health Commissioner Julie Morita gave the company about
three weeks to revise its dust-control plan, making it “more robust, quantifiable and
protective.” Manganese is a heavy metal used in steelmaking that at high exposures
can cause neurological symptoms similar to Parkinson’s, according to the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The deadline was set for Wednesday, but last week S.H. Bell requested extra time to
submit its revised plan, according to the city’s Department of Public Health.

“CDPH granted the one-week extension, with the understanding that S.H. Bell will
address all of CDPH’s comments, including questions from the community groups,” the
department said Wednesday in a statement, referring to health concerns raised by the
Southeast Side Coalition to Ban Petcoke, Southeast Environmental Task Force and
other groups. “CDPH expects S.H. Bell to take all necessary steps to greatly reduce or
eliminate manganese emissions at the facility. Additionally and importantly, CDPH has
increased inspections of the facility.”
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More: Read our full series on manganese on Chicago’s Southeast Side

The Pittsburgh-based company came under scrutiny last summer when air monitors set
up by the EPA to measure emissions of petcoke dust from facilities along the Calumet
River happened to also detect manganese, with S.H. Bell as a likely source.

Since then, the company has been cited by the EPA for violations of the Clean Air Act,
while the city is expanding its investigation of S.H. Bell and other Southeast Side
companies that store manganese. S.H. Bell said it has purchased two new dust
collectors to control pollutants and that it expects manganese levels to drop below the
federal limit when measured over the long term.

Advocacy groups are calling for Chicago to ban the storage or handling of manganese
in residential areas, including at S.H. Bell. Nearly 20,000 people, including more than
6,000 children, live within 1 mile of the company’s storage site.

If the company fails to meet its new deadline of Sept. 13, it would for the first time be in
violation of the city’s regulations for bulk material storage facilities and therefore subject
to daily penalties of $1,000 to $5,000, according to the city.
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